MY ROMAJtf CONSULATE                    m~

confessed that he was an impostor, a Canadian,
and asked for English protection. Severn replied
that without my consent he could do nothing for
him; he had come with an American passport and
must abide by it, unless I gave him up. He was
wilted, in such a fright as I never saw a man in
before or since, and he had good reason, for the
penalty of coming to Rome with a false passport
was imprisonment in St. Angelo. Meanwhile Miss
Cushman had gone into heroics over the insult I was
offering so distinguished a man as to suspect his
identity, and all her clique were united in abusing
me; but on Monday the impostor slipped out of
Rome by the connivance of Severn, the police, and
myself, after I had attached the amount of the sub-
scriptions for his class, which were still lying at the
bankers', and pledged him to abstain in future from
any similar impersonation. As Miss Cushman had
stood sponsor for him, she having been a pupil of
the real Rarey, his confession was a mortification
which she visited on my head, but as it disarmed her
I was tranquil over the consequences.

I was continually at war with the Confederate
Americans, galled to extreme bitterness by the right
I had of compelling them to take the oath of alle-
giance before renewing their passports. Amongst
them was a very beautiful woman, a Virginian, and
the wife of a commodore in the navy of the United
States of America, then on service in the Poto-
mac. She refused to take the oath, and insulted
me in the grossest manner and in public, as an colleague, the amiable Severn, and under herches I troublede Jerseyey assumed himnds and promising support-
